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nation and nation as it is supposed to reign between
man and man, the fatherland will remain the sole
source whence flow the possibilities of our existence.

Yet the fatherland is not always equally gentle
and, especially, equally just toward all its children.

Nothing under the sun is perfect!

But it would be as senseless to set fire to a city
because our house was not satisfactory in all
respects, as to wish to destroy a fatherland, on
the pretext that some of its citizens possessed
greater privileges than others. To develop, we
must live. In the present state of affairs, patriot-
ism continues the essential food upon which the
peoples live. From this arises the necessity for
the army and armies, and the duty of each citizen,
however humanitarian he may be, to contribute,
not only to the moral and intellectual grandeur,
but also to the material defence of his native land.

We know what the State is; but what is the
fatherland?

The fatherland is the community of moral and
material interests which unite the inhabitants of a
country, based, moreover, upon the desire to
belong to the same native land. Lack of this
desire makes a native of Alsace-Lorraine or a
Pole of Posen not a patriotic German, just as an
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